
 
  

  

ARANUI MARQUESAS ADVENTURE CRUISE 
15 DAYS / 14 NIGHTS 

 
From $7699, per person in double occupancy 

 For departure on January 18, 2021 

  
About a three hour flight from the Society Islands and the Tuamotu Atolls, the Marquesas, or Henua Enata 
meaning "Land of Men", are seemingly lost at the end of the earth.  Even now, some of the islands are virtually 
untouched since the era of European exploration. Their isolation has created an immense pride among the 
people and a fascinating culture. The language is unique to Tahiti, as the lilting Marquesan dialect is traced 
directly to the ancient Polynesian tongue of Maohi.  
 
Natural wonders abound as 1000-foot waterfalls cascade down sheer volcanic cliffs, and towering mountains 
disappear into the clouds. 
 
A Polynesian legend tells that the gods created the Marquesas Islands to be the roof of French Polynesia. On 
the Aranui’ voyages, we take travelers to the heart of Polynesian culture and traditions,  to islands that have 
remained untouched and where time seems to have stopped. It is the journey of a lifetime. 



 
  
 

ITINERARY 
  
DAY 1 TAHITI  
After collecting your luggage, you will be transferred to your hotel for your overnight accommodation  
Accommodation:  Tahiti Nui Hotel (or similar) 
 
DAY 2 TAHITI – AT SEA  
This morning you’ll be transferred to the cruise ship terminal for the 9am sailing of the Aranui.  After 
completing check-in procedures you can explore the ship before a safety briefing and lunch. (L/D) 
Accommodation for 12 nights:  Regular Stateroom 
 
DAY 3 FAKARAVA ISLAND   
The Aranui will reach the small oval-shaped atoll of Fakarava in the morning. Be ready for your first immersion 
in the infinitely blue waters that make the Tuamotu atolls so special. After a short stroll through the village, 
enjoy the deliciously warm waters of the lagoon. For lunch, delight in a wonderful beach picnic, swim, snorkel 
and live the Robinson Crusoe life. (B/L/D) 
 
DAY 4 AT SEA  
Today is the day to unwind and relax on one of the sun decks or in the comfort of the air-conditioned lounge. 
You will probably spend many evenings socializing at the bar with your fellow adventurers from around the 
world. The spirited Polynesian crew will proudly introduce you to their way of life and entertain you with 
Polynesian songs and rhythms on their ukuleles, guitars and drums. (B/L/D) 
 
DAY 5 NUKU HIVA • MARQUESAS  
Be out on deck to fully appreciate our arrival into Taiohae’s spectacular bay, a giant volcanic amphitheater 
dominated by towering cliffs streaked with waterfalls. As the Aranui unloads its freight, you can explore 
Taiohae, the Marquesas’ small administrative center. Lunch will be served at Yvonne’s Restaurant, one of the 
best in the Marquesas. After lunch, travel to the Taipivai Valley. The area is dotted with stone tikis and sacred 
ritual sites and immense stone platforms on which the Taipi built their houses. (B/L/D) 
 
DAY 6 UA POU • MARQUESAS    
From the deck, you’ll see the soaring mountain spires unique to Ua Pou. While the crew unloads supplies, 
explore the quaint village of Hakahau and its church featuring a handcarved wooden dais. Meet the island’s 
talented woodcarvers and artists, hike up the hill to the Cross for breathtaking view of the mountains, the lush 
valleys and the main village. Lunch will be served ashore at a local restaurant. (B/L/D) 
 
DAY 7 TAHUATA • HIVA OA • MARQUESAS    
In the morning, the Aranui will anchor off the small island of Tahuata. The large church built by the Vatican, is 
decorated with beautiful Marquesan carvings and a stunning stained glass window. Tahuata is famous for its 
exquisite bone and helmet shell carvings. There will be many to choose from in the village. Back on board by 
10:00am to sail to the island of Hiva Oa. Atuona/Hiva Oa, the second largest village in the Marquesas, is where 
artist Paul Gauguin lived and did some of his best work. Visit the colonial store where Gauguin shopped, as 
well as a replica of the Impressionist’s infamous “House of Pleasure” and  the adjoining museum. As you walk 
up the hill to the cemetery, take time to enjoy sweeping views of the bay. (B/L/D) 
 
 
 



 
  
 
DAY 8 HIVA OA   
In Puamau, travel by foot or by 4WD to the most incredible archaeological sites for “tikis” (ancient, human-like 
religious stone sculptures) outside of Easter Island. Once you reach Mea’e Ipona, the knowledgeabl e guides 
will tell you the stories of these haunting statues of the ancient times. (B/L/D) 
 

DAY 9 FATU HIVA    
This is the most lush and remote island of the Marquesas. It is the island of “tapa” and you will have the 
opportunity to pick a special souvenir for yourself. Before lunch, the Aranui will sail to the other side of the 
island, to jaw-dropping Hanavave Bay, also known as Bay of the Virgins. (B/L/D) 
 

DAY 10 UA HUKA  
In the early morning light, the Aranui will arrive in Ua Huka. This is one arrival not-to-bemissed! The maneuver 
entering the small bay and positioning the vessel for departure is truly impressive. On the dry lands of Ua 
Huka, visit the small museum of Vaipee located in the island’s city hall gardens. The museum features exquisite 
replicas of Marquesan art and our guides will immerse you in this ancient civilization. (B/L/D) 
 

DAY 11 AT SEA  
After an enchanting, enriching journey to the heart of Polynesian civilization, unwind or enjoy the various 
activities and lectures offered aboard the ship. (B/L/D) 
 

DAY 12 RANGIROA • TUAMOTU ARCHIPELAGO  
From the decks, watch our approach and arrival into Rangiroa, the Islands of Tahiti’s largest atoll and the 
second largest in the world. This will be your opportunity to visit a working pearl farm and learn how Tahiti’s 
famed jewel of the sea is produced. (B/L/D) 
 

DAY 13 BORA BORA • SOCIETY ISLANDS  
Arriving in the fifty shades of blue lagoon of Bora Bora, you will be greeted by majestic Mount Otemanu, the 
island’s highest peak. In this picture-perfect island paradise, you will enjoy a day at the beach and another 
delicious picnic, on a private “motu” islet surrounded by crystalline waters. The Aranui will depart for Papeete, 
Tahiti, in the evening. (B/L/D) 
 

DAY 14 TAHITI  
After disembarking, you’ll be transferred to your hotel for your overnight stay. (B) 
Accommodation:  Tahiti Nui Hotel (or similar) 
 

DAY 15 TAHITI  
Your French Polynesian experience comes to a close today as you transfer to the Airport for your flight home.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Adventure Package includes: 

 
• Meet/greet and transfer to your hotel with early check-in on arrival 
• 2 nights in a Mountain View Room at the Tahiti Nui Hotel in Papeete 
• Transfer from hotel to the cruise ship terminal 
• 12 nights in a Regular Stateroom 
• Services of expedition staff including lectures, briefings, slide/film presentations, and other 

group activities 
• Group transfers during the cruise 
• 12 breakfasts, 12 lunches, 12 dinners 
• Shore excursions, these include meals, a picnic lunch or a meal at a local restaurant  will be 

provided 
• Tours of villages and archaeological sites and snorkeling 
• Landing fees and port taxes 
• Transfer from the cruise ship terminal to your hotel  
 

*Prices in this document are for information only; they were issued at press time for the current year. Please 
note that due to exchange rates and temporary promotions, they can increase or decrease anytime. Contact 
your travel agent for the price and promotion of the moment. 

 
 



 
  
 


